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were readie at all times (if they ashore had had any need) to take
them in. So we trifled off some daies before (as aforesaid) we
could bring them to any reall trade, for all these people of the
south and east parts are very subtill and craftie in their bartering,
buying, and selling, that, unlesse you hold a neere hand with
them, you shall hardly bring them to trade in any plaine sort.
For they will sift you continually to give a little more, and then
no man will sell without that price; so that you must not inlarge
to anyone more then another, for in so doing all will have that
price or none. The generall, seeing this, commanded measures
to be made of almost a quart, and appointed how many glasse
beades should be given for every measure, and he that would not
deale in this manner should not deale at all. The like order was
set downe for oranges, limons, and plantans, how many for
every beade, or else not. Our merchants, after a little holding
off, consented, and our dealing was francke and round, without
any contradiction or words. So that, while we abode heere, we
bought1 I5J tunnes of rice, fortie or fiftie bushels of their pease
and beanes, great store of oranges, limons, and plantans, and
eight beeves [i.e. oxen], with many hennes.
While we roade in this baye we reared a pinnace, which we
brought in peeces in our shippes out of England, and cut downe
trees, of which there were very great (and great store); which
trees we sawed out in boordes, and sheathed her. This pinnace
was of some eighteene tunnes, and very necessary, and fit to goe
before our shippes at our comming into India [i.e. the Indies].
In the time we stayed heere, there died out of the generalls
shippe the masters matez, the preacher3, and the surgeon, with
some tenne other common men; and out of the vice-admirall
there died the master4, with some other two. And out of the
Ascention, by a very great mischance, were slaine the captaine*
and the boatswaines mate6. For, as the masters mate out of the
generalls shippe was carried aland to be buried, the captaine of
the Ascention tooke his boate to goe aland to his buriall; and, as
it is the order of the sea to shoote off certaine peeces of ordnance
1 Purchas has 'brought.'                                          * William Winter.
3  The Rev. Thomas Pullen (or Pulleyn).
4  Henry Napper.             5 William Brund.               6 John Parker.